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ELEMENTARY BOOK LIST

S

Big Bad Bruce
A bear bully never picks on anyone his on size until he is
diminished by a witch. (K-2)

The Sneeches

Four humorous verse fantasies. The title poem is about respecting
others who are different. (K-2)

Arthur’s Nose
Unhappy with his nose, Arthur visits a rhinologist to get a new

one. (K-2)

Big Al
A big ugly fish has trouble making friends until the day his
appearance saves them from a fisherman’s net. (K-2)

The Biggest Bear
Johnny goes hunting for a bearskin to hang on his family’s barn
and returns with a bundle of trouble. (K-2)

Child of the Owl

A 12-year-old girl who knows little about her Chinese heritage is
sent to live with her grandmother who lives in San Francisco’s
Chinatown. (3-5)

Effie
When Effie the ant’s loud voice saves the day, the other insects
learn to appreciate her unique gift. (X-2)

Fireflies
A boy is proud of having caught a jar of fireflies, but soon realizes
he must set them free or they will die. (K-2)

The Hundred Penny Box
A boy gains respect for his great-great aunt as he counts the

pennies in her special box and she recites for him the year-by-year
chronicle of her life. (3-5)

[ Wish I Were a Butterfly
Insecure about his identity and lacking in self-esteem, a cricket

dreams of metamorphosis into a magnificent butterfly. (K-2)

Benjie
The story of adog and a “granny.” (K-2)
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Like Jake and Me
Alex feels he doesn’t have much in common with his stepfather
Jake until a fuzzy spider brings them together. (3-5)

Little Gorilla
Little Gorilla’s friends and family try to help him overcome his
special growing pains. (K-2)

Loop the Loop
A young girl and an old woman form a friendship that lasts even
after the woman enters the nursing home. (K-2)

Miss Rumphius
After seeking a life of adventure in faraway places, Miss
Rumphius fulfills her last dream to make the world more beautiful.

K-2)

Island Boy
After sailing around the world, a boy from a large family realizes
his heart really lies at home. (K-2) '

The Story of Ferdinand
A bull likes to sit and smell flowers, but a bee’s sting makes him
snort and stamp, convincing others he is very fierce. (K-2)

Thy Friend, Obadiah
A sea gull befriends a Quaker boy, who is embarrassed by it until
he is able to help the bird. (K-2)

Tiger A
When villagers hire a hunter to kill a tiger, a young boy protects
the tiger. (K-2)

Keeper of the Earth: Native American Stories and Environmental
Activities for Children

“Awi Usdi, the Little Deer” is an animal story about a deer that
teaches humans to shoot only what they need. (K-2)

William’s Doll
William’s father gives him a basketball and a train, but these do
not make him want a doll less. (K-2)

Window

Wordless scenes through a young boy’s window show events and
changes in his life. (K-2)
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Manners

Comic book-style pictures show how it pays to have good
manners. (K-2)

The Mixed-Up Chameleon
A chameleon learns to respect his own special abilities rather than
wishing he were something he’s not. (K-2)

People

Detailed drawings illustrate many people and cultures of the world,
showing the shapes, costumes, and occupations that make them
individuals. (3-5)

How My Parents Learned to Eat
An American sailor courts a Japanese girl, and each secretly tries
to learn the other’s way of eating. (K-2)

Maniac Magee
After his parents die, Jeff Magee’s life and athletic
accomplishments gain him the respect of others. (3-5)

Night Visitors
Chinese folklore in which a young scholar learns respect for all
forms of life as he becomes part of an ant colony in a dream. (K-2)

My Grandpa and the Sea

When Grandpa, a fisherman, is forced to quit fishing because the
fish are depleted, he rebuilds his self-esteem by starting another
kind of work. (K-2)

I Have a Sister, My Sister is Deaf
Description of the life of a deaf girl, who reads people’s lips and
eyes and likes to do what other children do. (3-5)

The Star Fisher
A Chinese-American family in West Virginia faces prejudice.

(3-5)

Racing the Sun
A Navajo boy learns to respect his heritage when his ailing
grandfather moves from the reservation to the boy’s home. (3-5)

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor Shiloh

A boy learns to balance respect for his elders and respect for life
when he rescues a neighbor’s abused dog. (3-5)
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Zeely
A young girl spends her summer centered on the mysterious Zeely,
who resembles a Watusi queen, and learns self-respect. (3-5)

Flying the Eagle, Racing the Great Bear
Native-American folk talk about respect and trust. (3-5)

Frozen Fire
A young boy and his Eskimo friend learn respect for the
environment of the Canadian Arctic. (3-5) '

Sarah Plain and Tall ,
Dad brings home a mail-order bride and the children learn to
respect her. (3-5)

IfI Were in Charge of the World and Other Worries

Humorous verse exploring the worries of growing up, controlling
behavior and earning respect. (3-5)

The Sign of the Beaver
A 12-year-old boy learns to respect cultural differences as he
works with local Native Americans. (3-5)

The Story of Old Glory

True story of Capt. Stephen Driver, shipmaster of Salem, Mass.,
who hid the flag from rebels when Tennessee seceded from the
Union. (3-5)

The Courage of Sarah Noble
A true story of Sarah, who learns to appreciate her Indian
neighbors. (3-5)

I am Regina

Regina is kidnapped by Native Americans at the beginning of the
French and Indian War. (3-5)
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